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Sir: 



I, Keith Thuerk, a citizen of the United States, residing in Southlake, Texas, hereby 
declare and state as follows: 

1 . I was employed by International Business Machines Corporation (IBM) of 
Armonk, New York at the time the above-identified application was conceived. I make this 
declaration in support the above-identified application. 

2. IBM has invested substantial time and effort into the research, development, and 
marketing of their products, and in an effort to protect its rights in all new inventions, IBM 
requests that all employees prepare and submit confidential Invention Disclosure Forms upon 
conception by the inventors), 

3. As the named inventor for this invention, i prepared and submitted the attached 
Invention Disclosure No. BOC8-2003-0002 (hereinafter "Invention Disclosure") pursuant to 
IBM guidelines. 

4. The Invention Disclosure was originally submitted for consideration to an IBM 
Attorney/Patent Professional for preparation of a patent application on January 6 7 2003, and was 
^substantially modified on January 9, 2003. The content of the Invention Disclosure has not 
been subsequently modified. The Invention Disclosure represents a fully conceived and 
workable invention as written. I reviewed the claims of the above-mentioned patent application 
prior to submission of the application to assure the claimed invention was fully supported by the 
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Invention Disclosure in light of the Invention Disclosure and art known at the time of the 
disclosure. 

5. I diligently worked with outside counsel to prepare and file the above-mentioned 
patent application. 

6. I make this Declaration to establish that my I conceived of the present invention at 
least as early as January 6, 2003, and exercised due diligence from that date to the date of filing 
for the above-identified patent application. 

7. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment or both under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful, false statements may jeopardize the validity of the above-identified 
patent application or any patent issuing thereon. 




KEITH THUERK 

Date: June 1L2007 
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Disclosure BOC8-2003-0002 

Prepared for and/or by an IBM Attorney - IBM Confidential 

Created By Keith A Thuerk On 01/06/2003 08:53:03 AM MST 
Last Modified By Keith A Thuerk On 01/09/2003 06:23:26 PM EST 



Required fields are marked with the asterisk ( " ) and must be filled in to complete the form . 



*Title of disclosure (in English) 

Lotus Out of the Office Security Enhancement 

Summary 



Status 



Under Evaluation 



Final Deadline 



Final Deadline 
Reason 



^Processing 
Location 



^Functional Area select 




Attorney/Patent Professional 
select 



Submitted Date 



01/08/2003 12:13:03 PM MST 



tJ Tncentive 



Program 
Lab 



Inventors with a Blue Pages entry 

Inventors: Keith A Thuerk/Dallas/IBM 

Inventor Name 



Inventor 
^Serial 



Div/Dept 



Inventor 
Phone 



Thuerk, Keith A. 



> denotes primary contact 
Inventors without a Blue Pages entry 



Manager Name 



IDT Selection 

Attorney/Patent 
Professional 




*fV1ain Idea 



BOC8-2003-0002 Lotus Out of the Ofnw* Security Enhancement - continued 



1 . Background: What is the problem solved by your invention? Describe known solutions to this problem 
(if any). What are the drawbacks of such known solutions, or why is an additional solution required? Cite 
any relevant technical documents or references. 

There are two objectives of this invention (Lotus Notes Out of the Office Security Enhancement): 

1) To reduce the amount of email forwarded outside of an Enterprise email domain, which could cut down 
on unintentional information from being sent to SPAMMERS about an active Enterprise email 
accounts. 

2) To allow tighter IT Policies around email. 

This invention builds onto the existing Lotus Notes Out of the Office notifier. It is my belief that the Out of 
the Office Notifier needs to be improved to fit the 

current needs of today's email problems, the first of which is combatting SPAM (unwanted junk email)! 

The current version of the Lotus Notes Out of the Office notifier notifies "anyone" who sends you an email 
that you are out of the office, which could provide vital information to a SPAMMER that they have hit an 
active email account, thus creating other SPAM issues. The current version provides the ability to restrict 
email notification if the domain name has been added to the list, it is my belief that this philosophy is 
backwards. The policy should be deny all and permit where needed. 

By developing a Lotus Notes f ilter(s)/rule(s) system for the Out of the Office Notifier tool that functioned at 
the Server and client levels allows for flexibility and control over the Enterprise email domain. 
When run from the server level (which should then be enabled by default) the Lotus Out of the Office 
notifier would only send Out of the Office notices to those with-in their email domain, i.e. ibm.com. 

Once, the email domain level filter (Server side) has been enabled the user level granular control could be 
enabled to "allow users to grant on a case by case or group level access" to permit the Out of the Office 
notice to travel beyond their domain. 

This Lotus Notes Out of the Office Security enhancement could allow tighter control over Enterprise email 
services which could be transferred to IT Security Policies for enforcement Enterprise wide. Enterprise 
Security is a hot topic and this would be a very demonstrable security enhancement which is always a 
positive. 

No known relevant technical documents or references. 

2. Summary of Invention: Briefly describe the core idea of your invention (saving the details for questions 
#3 below). Describe the advantage(s) of using your invention instead of the known solutions described 
above. 

Create a Server Side Lotus Notes Out of Office Global filter(s)/rule(s) which prohibits (by default) email 
from being sent outside the Enterprise email domain. 

This Lotus Notes Out of the Office Security Enhancement feature should/could be incorporated into 
existing and new IT Security Policies. 

The new control could provide greater assistance in controlling SPAM and outbound email policies. Which 
should help when used in law suits against SPAMMers or other legal scenarios. 

No known relevant technology. 

3. Description: Describe how your invention works, and how it could be implemented, using text, diagrams 
and flow charts as appropriate. 

The Lotus Notes Server side of the Out of the Office Notifier filter(s)/rule(s) could be coded into the next 
interim release of Lotus Notes, which would impact the Lotus Notes Server and Client software. Or 
perhaps is could be released as an add-on module to allow this technology to be implemented on the older 
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BOC8-2003-0002 Lotus Out of the C Security Enhancement - continued 



releases of Lotus Notes as well. 

How the Server side filter(s)/rule(s) works? 

When run at from the Lotus Notes server level (which should then be enabled by default) the Lotus Out of 
the Office notifier would only send Out of the Office notices to those with-in their email domain, i.e. 
ibm.com. 

Restricting the Out of the Office Notifier at the server(s) level should decrease the amount of unnecessary 
outbound email. The past holiday season is a great example of how this invention could prove itself... 
When a user(s) gets ready to leave for vacation they prep their email accounts with the Lotus Notes Out of 
the Office tool, however, Lotus Notes by default sends this Out of the Office notice via email to anyone 
who sends the above user(s) and email (if its desired or not). SPAMMERS make money when they know 
they have an active email account, and the email account is typically barraged with junk email or SPAM. 
This new invention would prevent the SPAMMERs from unintentionally getting a notice that this user is out 
of the office (or in their terms notice of a valid email account). 

The Server side filter(s)/rule(s) could support "email Group(s) or Outside Domain(s)" permits to simplify 
Company to Company email Out of the Office Notices (this would also simplify the end user(s) 
filter(s)/rule(s) creation process. 

* email Groups - could be defined as a group from one or several companies that numerous 

individuals normally conduct business with 
© Outside domain(s) - could be defined as an approved domain thus permitting anyone from this 

specified domain to receive the Out of the Office Notifier 
A good example for using these rules would be an outside partner or sister company which you frequently 
send / receive emails and they should have access to receive the Out of the Office Notices by default (no 
end user effort required to allow this to take place). 

The Server side filter(s)/rule(s) should support wildcards and/or outbound wizards to simplify the process 
as much as possible. 

The Lotus Notes Administrator(s) could use discretion to determine if the user(s) should have granular 
control or to just leave the security setting to deny all outbound notices or deploy a combination of Server 
side permits while restricting user side filter(s)/rule(s). 

The software would have filter(s)/ruie(s) which could detect if a SPAMMER was attempting to spoof (fake 
out) that the email was being sent from within the Enterprise domain. For instance, SPAMMers have been 
attempting to cover their sending source by populating the email source from a destination within an 
organization, the filter(s)/rule(s) would know to look for these addresses and reject it before it entered into 
the Enterprise Mail Servers for distribution. 

How the Client side filter(s)/rule(s) works? 

If the Lotus Notes Administrator grants user level notifier privileges the following information would be 
relevant: 

Say user "Bob 11 wanted to grant access to anyone at Company xyz systems to receive the notice he could 
just enable a local filter(s)/ruie(s) to permit "*@ xyzsystems.com" this would permit anyone from xyz 
systems sending Bob email while he was Out of the Office to receive the notice. 
The client side filters/rule should support wildcards and/or outbound wizards to make the process as 
simple and error free as possible. (Perhaps based off the same code or a scaled down version of the code 
that runs on the server). 

Even after providing the user(s) with access to grant specific email accounts to the be notified this should 
still equate to less email being sent outside of the domain (due to filter(s)/ruie(s) restrictions). 
However, the granular abilities would exist to enable Out of the Office notice to those who desired to let 
people outside their domain know they will be out of the office. 

The fiiter(s)/rule(s) default settings should be deny all outbound and control should be added in a "stepping 
fashion". 

© Adding individual users for one level 
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BOC8-2003-0002 Lotus Out of the Oh.^e Security Enhancement - continued 



© The next level chould consist of adding groups 

© The last step could be granting access to everyone in their personal Lotus Notes Address book (Not 
the Global Server Address book). 

To continue explaining the above Out of the Office holiday user example, in the worst case scenario this 
user(s) granted its entire Lotus Notes Address book to receive the Out of the Office Notice, the SPAMMers 
email would still arrive, but no Out of the Office notice would be sent back to them since this email failed to 
pass the Server side and Client side filter(s)/rule(s). 

Note: the Client side Filter(s)/Rule(s) can not override the server side filter(s)/rule(s) of deny all outbound 
while permitting all email within the Enterprise domain. 

The restrictive nature of this Security feature will become increasingly necessary as our mobile society 
pushes to the next release of Lotus Notes "Mobile" you don't want SPAM chewing up bandwidth of any 
link, regardless of its speed. 

The included diagram is a snapshot of an existing Lotus Notes Out of the Office Setup tool, this same 
Graphica l User Interface (GUI) could just be expanded to handle the new filter(s)/rule(s). 



Lotus OOO Enhancements 
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8051 Congress Avenue 
Boca Raton, FL 33487 

April 15, 2003 



Akerman, Senterfitt 
222 Lakeview Avenue 
4th Floor 

West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

REF: Invention Disclosure: BOC8-2003-0012 

Title: Lotus Out of the Office Security Enhancement 
IBM Docket: BOC9-2003-0032 



Dear Kevin, 

Please prepare and file the above referenced case with the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. A copy 
of the invention disclosure, patentability search results and inventor's comments are enclosed for 
your use in preparation of the application in accordance with IBM's format. 



Sincerely, 




Akerman 



Senterfitt 

I ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



Boca Raton 

Fort Lauderdale 

Jacksonville 

Miami 

Orlando 

Tallahassee 

Tampa 

West Palm Beach 

Direct Dial: 561-671-3658 
E-Mail: kcuenot@akerman.com 



222 Lakeview Avenue 
4th Floor 

West Palm Beach, Florida 33401-6147 

Post Office Box 3188 mail 

West Palm Beach, Florida 33402-3188 

www. akerrnan . com 

561 653 5000 tel 561 659 6313 fax 



April 17,2003 




RE: 



New U.S. Patent Application 

LOTUS OUT OF OFFICE SECURITY ENHANCEMENT 

IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Reference No.: 6169-401 



Dear, 



Thank you for your letter dated April 15, 2003. In accordance with IBM standard 
protocol, a patent application will be prepared and filed in the above-referenced matter 
on or before October 12, 2003. Notwithstanding, we will strive to prepare the patent 
application in an expedient manner. 

As always, thank you for allowing us to be of assistance to you. 

Very truly yours, 



AKERMAN SENTERFITT 




Kevin T. Cuenot 

KTC/aa 

cc: Gregory A. Nelson, Esquire 
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Akerman 



Senterfitt 

| ATTORNEYS AT LAW 



Boca Raton 

Fort Lauderdale 

Jacksonville 

Miami 

Orlando 

Tallahassee 

Tampa 

West Palm Beach 



222 Lakeview Avenue 
4th Floor 

West Palm Beach, Florida 33401 -61 47 

Post Office Box 3188 mail 

West Palm Beach, Florida 33402-31 88 

www.akerman .com 

561 653 5000 tel 561 659 6313 fax 



September 15, 2003 



IBM Corporation 




Re: New U.S. Patent Application 

LOTUS OUT OF THE OFFICE SECURITY ENHANCEMENT 
IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032: Our Reference No.: 6169-401 



Retainer for professional services to be rendered 
and expenses to be incurred in connection with the 
above-identified matter including: 



Preparation and filing of patent application 
and all miscellaneous services related thereto 




Patent and Trademark Office: 

Base filing feec^S#S£ 

Assignment Recordation fee;:r£4|^^ 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 



Vaiee Bartels 

kth u e rl^^^SK3 

10/3/03 10:24AM 

IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 



Re: Draft Patent Application for METHOD, SYSTEM, AND APPARATUS FOR SELECTIVE 
AUTOMATED 

ELECTRONIC MAIL REPLIES 

IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 
Dear Mr. Thuerk: 

Attached please find a draft of a patent application and associated drawings for your review in the 
above-identified matter. Please review the application carefully to ensure that the description of the 
invention accurately recites all of the invention's characteristics in the broadest possible manner, while 
also explaining, in detail, the preferred embodiment of the invention. The drawings should also be 
reviewed to confirm that they accurately depict the various details of the invention as you understand 
them. 

importantly, please ensure that each inventor named on the cover sheet of the patent application has 
contributed to the conception of your invention as described in at least one of these claims. If for some 
reason we have neglected to list an inventor who has contributed to the conception of subject matter 
described in a claim, please so advise us immediately. 

Once you have reviewed it, please forward your comments and/or any suggestions you may have. 



Very truly yours, 

AKERMAN SENTERFITT 

Kevin T. Cuenot, Esquire* 

Akerman Senterfitt 

222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 

West Palm Beach, FL 33402-3188 

Voice: (561) 671-3658 

Fax: (561)659-6313 

E-mail: kcuenot(S)akerman.com 

Web: www.akerman.com 

licensed to Practice Before the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Sent on Mr. Cuenot's behalf to 
avoid delay 



Valee Bartels 

Legal Assistant to Kevin T. Cuenot 
and Brian K. Buchheit 
Akerman, Senterfitt & Eidson, PA 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Ph: 561.653.5000, ext. 3434 
Fax: 561.659.6313 
E-mail: vbarteis@akerman.com 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 



Vaiee Bartels 

kth uerl^^^f iSgrp 

10/3/03 10:25AM 

IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 



Re: Draft Patent Application for METHOD, SYSTEM, AND APPARATUS FOR SELECTIVE 
AUTOMATED 

ELECTRONIC MAIL REPLIES 

IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 
Dear Mr. Thuerk: 

Please be advised the password is "mayday". 

Very truly yours, 

AKERMAN SENTERFITT 

Kevin T. Cuenot, Esquire* 

Akerman Senterfitt 

222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 

West Palm Beach, FL 33402-3188 

Voice: (561) 671-3658 

Fax: (561) 659-6313 

E-mail: kcuenot@akerman.com 

Web: www.akerman.com 

^Licensed to Practice Before the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Sent on Mr. Cuenot's behalf to 
avoid delay 



Valee Bartels 

Legal Assistant to Kevin T. Cuenot 
and Brian K. Buchheit 
Akerman, Senterfitt & Eidson, P.A. 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Ph: 561.653.5000, ext. 3434 
Fax: 561.659.6313 
E-mail: vbartels@akerman.com 



CC: Buchheit, Brian; Cuenot, Kevin T.i^^^^^feirtFp 
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From: "Keith A Thuerk"! 

To: "Valee Bartels" <VBartels@Akerman.com> 

Date: 10/3/2003 11:53 AM 

Subject: Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 



Kevin, 

1 made two additions, you will find them in the document in (RED) 

If you feel that they are not required feel free not to include them. 

(See attached file: 6169-401 Patent Appin KAT.zip) 

Regards, 
Keith 

The essence of Government is power; and power, lodged as it must be in 
human hands, will ever be liable to abuse." James Madison 

When is the last time that you read the U.S Constitution? Visit 
http:/ /www.house.gov/Constitution/Constitution.html 

GeSC 817-962-7133 

2 Campus Circle, 02-03-50 
http:/ /w3-l.ibm.com/su pport/stss/_qescjTtrnl 



file://C :\Documents%20and%20Settings\vbartels\Local%20Settings\Temp\GW} 0000 1 .HT. . . 1 0/3/2003 
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From: "Keith A Thuerk" 

To: "Valee Bartels" <VBartels@Akerman.com> 

Date: 10/3/2003 11:53 AM 

Subject: Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 



Kevin, 

Please be advised the ZIP password is "mayday" 

Regards, 
Keith 

The essence of Government is power; and power, lodged as it must be in 
human hands, will ever be liable to abuse." James Madison 

When is the last time that you read the U.S Constitution? Visit 
http://www.house.aov/Constitution /Constitution.html 

GeSC 817-962-7133 

2 Campus Circle, 02-03-50 

http: //w3-l.i hm.mm/suppnrt/stss/aesc.html 
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Valee Battels - Res IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 



Thanks for the speedy turnaround and your comments. I've incorporated them into the application. We will be 
sending formal documents for your signature as well as a redline version of the patent application that indicates 
the changes in the next day or so. 

Thanks, 
Kevin 

Kevin T. Cuenot 

Akerman Senterfitt 

222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 

West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

(561) 671-3658 (Phone) 

(561) 659-6313 (Fax) 

E-Mail: kcuenot(a)akerman.com 



From: 

To: 

Date: 

Subject: 

CC: 



Kevin T. Cuenot 
Thuerk, Keith A 




10/3/2003 12:00 PM 

Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 
Battels, Valee 



Keith, 



file://C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\vbartels\Local% 1 0/3/2003 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 




Re- Final Draft Patent Application for METHOD, SYSTEM, AND 
APPARATUS FOR SELECTIVE AUTOMATED ELECTRONIC MAIL REPLIES 
IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 

Dear Mr. Thuerk: 

Enclosed please find for execution a final draft of the above-identified patent application, the Declaration 
and Power of Attorney, the Assignment, the Oath and Assignment for the Republic of China, a REDLINED 
version and of the patent which evidences the changes you have requested and which have been 
incorporated into the final version as well as the drawings. 

After your review of the REDLINED patent application and drawings, if the patent application accurately 
recites all of the invention's characteristics, by copy of this e-maii to Melanie Esquivel, please print out the 
formal documents and sign and date the enclosed documents where indicated. 

Once the documents are fully executed, Ms. Esquivel can forward the documents to our office for filing 
with the patent application. 

Finally, if you feel we have not fully addressed your concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us prior to 
executing the documents. 

Very truly yours, 

Kevin T. Cuenot, Esquire* 

Akerman Senterfitt 

222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 

West Paim Beach, FL 33402-3188 

Voice: (561) 671-3658 

Fax: (561) 659-6313 

E-mail: kcuenot(5>akerman.corn 

Web: www.akerman.com 

^Licensed to Practice Before the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office f 



Sent on Mr. Cuenot's behalf to 
avoid delay 



Valee Barteis 

Legal Assistant to Kevin T. Cuenot 
and Brian K. Buchheit 
Akerman, Senterfitt & Eidson, P.A. 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Ph: 561.653.5000, ext. 3434 
Fax: 561.659.6313 
E-mail: vbartels@akerman.com 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 




Re- Final Draft Patent Application for METHOD, SYSTEM, AND 
APPARATUS FOR SELECTIVE AUTOMATED ELECTRONIC MAIL REPLIES 
IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 

Dear Mr. Thuerk: 

Please be advised the password remains "mayday". 
Very truly yours, 

Kevin T. Cuenot, Esquire* 

Akerman Senterfitt 

222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 

West Palm Beach, FL 33402-3188 

Voice: (561)671-3658 

Fax: (561)659-6313 

E-mail: kcuenot@akerman.com 

Web: www.akerman.com 

^Licensed to Practice Before the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Sent on Mr. Cuenot's behalf to 
avoid delay 



Valee Bartels 

Legal Assistant to Kevin T. Cuenot 
and Brian K. Buchheit 
Akerman, Senterfitt & Eidson, P.A. 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Ph: 561.653.5000, ext. 3434 
Fax: 561.659.6313 
E-mail: vbarteis@akerman.com 



CC: 



Buchheit, Brian; Cuenot, Kevin T.; 



Page 1 of 3 



Valee Bartels - Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 616 9-401 



From: "Keith A Thuerk" <$ggi0mgMa£BS& 

To: "Valee Bartels" <VBartels@Akerman.com> 

Date: 10/3/2003 2:47 PM 

Subject: Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 



Hello, 

I received a similiar email last month and it asked that I fax over a copy 

of my completed documents does this one not have to be completed the same 

way? 



Regards, 
Keith 

The essence of Government is power; and power, lodged as it must be in 
human hands, will ever be liable to abuse." James Madison 

When is the last time that you read the U.S Constitution? Visit 
htt p://www.house.g ov/rnnstitution /Constitution.html 

GeSC 817-962-7133 

2 Campus Circle, 02-03-50 

htt p://w3-l.ibm.com/sup pni1-/stss/Qesc.html 



Thuerk| 
Cuenot" 
Elaine 



401 



"Valee Bartels" 

<VBartels@Akerman To: Keith A 



.com> 



cc: "Brian Buchheit" <BBuchheit@Akerman.com>, "Kevin T. 



<KCuenot@Akerman.com> 





10/03/2003 11:19 



Subject: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169- 



Re- Final Draft Patent Application for METHOD, SYSTEM, AND 
APPARATUS FOR SELECTIVE AUTOMATED ELECTRONIC MAIL REPLIES 



file ://C : \Documents%20and%20Settings\vbartels\Local%20Settings\Temp\GW} 0000 1 .HT... 1 0/3/2003 



■ Valee Bartels - Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9 '0 03-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 Z Pa 9 e 1 

From: Valee Bartels 

To: Thuerk, Keith A 

Date: 10/3/03 3:07PM 

Subject: Re; IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 

Yes, thank you. 
Vaiee Bartels 

Legal Assistant to Kevin T. Cuenot 
and Brian K. Buchheit 
Akerman, Senterfitt & Eidson, P.A. 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Ph: 561.653.5000, ext. 3434 
Fax: 561.659.6313 
E-mail: vbartels@akerman.com 



»> "Keith A Thuerk" 




10/03/03 02:40PM »> 



Hello, 

I received a similiar email last month and it asked that I fax over a copy 

of my completed documents does this one not have to be completed the same 

way? 



Regards, 
Keith 

The essence of Government is power; and power, lodged as it must be in 
human hands, will ever be liable to abuse." James Madison 

When is the last time that you read the U.S Constitution? Visit 
http://www.house.gov/Constitution/Constitution.html 

GeSC 817-962-7133 

2 Campus Circle, 02-03-50 

http://w3-1.ibm.com/suDPOrt/stss/aesc.html 



"Valee Bartels" 

<VBartels@Akerman To: Keith A Thuerl 
.com> cc: "Brian Buchheit" < BBuchheit@Akerman.com > "Kevin T. Cuenot" 

< KCuenot@Akerman.com > 



10/03/2003 11:19 
AM 



Subject: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2Q03-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 
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Valee Battels - Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 



From: "Keith A Thuerk" 

To: "Valee Bartels" <VBartels@Akerman.com> 

Date: 10/6/2003 2:45 PM 

Subject: Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-20Q3-0032; Our Docket No, 6169-401 



Valee, 

You should receive the Airborne w/ the signed documents today. Do you 
st jH n eed me to fax over a copy if you receive the Airborne today? 



Regards, 
Keith 

The essence of Government is power; and power, lodged as it must be in 
human hands, will ever be liable to abuse." James Madison 

When is the last time that you read the U.S Constitution? Visit 
http:/ /www.house.QOv /r.nnqtitiJtion/Cons titution.html 

GeSC 817-962-7133 

2 Campus Circle, 02-03-50 

htt p://w3-l.ibm.com/support/stss/Qesc.html 



"Valee Bartels" 

<VBartels@Akerman To: Keith A 
il^flPW** cc . "Kevin T. Cuenot" 

<KCuenot@Akerman.com> 

Subject: Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169- 

401 

10/03/2003 02:07 
PM 



Yes, thank you. 
Valee Bartels 

Legal Assistant to Kevin T. Cuenot 
and Brian K. Buchheit 



file://C ;\Documents%20and%20Settings\vbartels\Local%20Settings\Temp\GW 0000 1 .HT. . . 1 0/6/2003 
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From: Valee Bartels 

To: Thuerk, Keith A 

Date: 10/6/03 2:51PM 

Subject: Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 

Thank you, no. I will send you a confirmation via e-mail if we receive the Airborne package. 
Thanks, again. 
Valee Bartels 

Legal Assistant to Kevin T. Cuenot 
and Brian K. Buchheit 
Akerrnan, Senterfitt & Eidson, PA 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Ph: 561.653.5000, ext. 3434 
Fax: 561.659.6313 
E-mail: vbartels@akerman.com 



»> "Keith A Thuerk" 



10/06/03 02:44PM >» 



Valee, 

You should receive the Airborne w/ the signed documents today. Do you 
still need me to fax over a copy if you receive the Airborne today? 



Regards, 
Keith 

The essence of Government is power; and power, lodged as it must be in 
human hands, will ever be liable to abuse." James Madison 

When is the last time that you read the U.S Constitution? Visit 
httD://www.house.gov/Constitution/Constitution.html 

GeSC 817-962-7133 

2 Campus Circle, 02-03-50 

http://w3-1.ibm.com/suDPort/stss/qesc.html 



"Valee Bartels" 
<VBartels@Akerman 
.com> cc: 

Subject: 
10/03/2003 02:07 
PM 



To: Keith A Thuer , 
"Kevin T. Cuenot" < KCuenot(5)Akerman.com > 
Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 



I Valee Bartels - Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9 -20 03-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 'Zl ." Pa 9 e 

From: Valee Bartels 

To: Thuerk, Keith A 

Date: 10/6/03 5:03PM 

Subject: Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 

We received the Airborne package with the signed documents. 



Thank you, 
Vaiee Bartels 

Legal Assistant to Kevin T. Cuenot 
and Brian K. Buchheit 
Akerman, Senterfitt & Eidson, PA 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Ph: 561.653.5000, ext. 3434 
Fax: 561.659.6313 
E-mail: vbartels@akerman.com 



»> "Keith A Thuerk" 




10/06/03 02:44PM »> 



Vaiee, 

You should receive the Airborne w/ the signed documents today. Do you 
still need me to fax over a copy if you receive the Airborne today? 



Regards, 
Keith 

yh e essence of Government is power; and power, lodged as it must be in 
human hands, will ever be liable to abuse." James Madison 

When is the last time that you read the U.S Constitution? Visit 
http://www.house.gov/Constitution/CQnstitution.html 

GeSC 817-962-7133 

2 Campus Circle, 02-03-50 

http://w3-1.ibm.com/suDPort/stss/aesc.html 



"Valee Bartels" 
<VBartels@Akerman 
.com> cc: 



To: Keith A Thuerk 
"Kevin T. Cuenot" <KC 



LCom> 



Subject: Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 6169-401 
10/03/2003 02:07 
PM 



; Vaiee Bartels - Fwd: Re: IBM Docket No. BOC9-2003-0032; Our Docket No. 5169-401 
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From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 



Vaiee Bartels 




F.Y.I. - Please see attached e-mail. I will send the original formal documents to you with your copies of 
the application when we file it. If all goes as planned, we should be filing it tomorrow. 

Thanks, 
Vaiee Bartels 

Legal Assistant to Kevin T. Cuenot 
and Brian K. Buchheit 
Akerman, Senterfitt & Eidson, P.A. 
222 Lakeview Avenue, Suite 400 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 
Ph: 561.653.5000, ext. 3434 
Fax: 561.659.6313 
E-mail: vbartels@akerman.com 



CC: Buchheit, Brian; Cuenot, Kevin T. 



Docket No.: BOC9-2003-0032 (401) 
Express Mail Label No.: EV 346755981 US 

DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR PATENT APPLICATION 

As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my name; I 
believe I am an original, first and joint inventor of the subject matter which is claimed and for 
which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: 

METHOD, SYSTEM, AND APPARATUS FOR SELECTIVE AUTOMATED 
ELECTRONIC MAIL REPLIES 

the specification of which is attached hereto and identified by the Attorney Docket Number 
appearing above. 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified 
specification, including the claims. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is material to the patentability of this 
application in accordance with Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 1 19 of any foreign 
application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below and have also identified below any 
foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having a filing date before that of the 
application on which priority is claimed: 

Prior Foreign Application(s) 
NiSnber Country Dav/Month/Year Priority Claimed 



I hereby claim the benefit (a) under Title 35, United States Code, § 119(e) of any U.S. 
application listed below and identified as a provisional application, or (b) under Title 35, United 
States Code, § 120 of any U.S. application listed below and not identified as a provisional 
application, and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not 
disclosed in the prior U.S. application in the manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, 
United States Code, § 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose information material to the 
patentability of this application as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56 which 
occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international 
filing date of this application. 

Prior U.S. Application(s) 
Serial Number Filing Date Status 



I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
patent issued thereon. 
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Docket No.: BOC9-2003-0032 (401) 
Express Mail Label No.: EV 346755981 US 



As a named inventor, I hereby appoint the following attorneys and/or agents to prosecute this 
application and transact all business in the Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith: 



J. Rodman Steele, Jr. Reg. No. 25,931 

Gregory A. Nelson Reg. No. 30,577 

Joseph W. Bain Reg. No. 34,290 

Robert J. Sacco Reg. No. 35,667 

Stanley Kim Reg. No. 42,730 

Mark D. Passler Reg. No. 40,764 

Kevin T. Cuenot Reg. No. 46,283 

Pablo Meles Reg. No. 33,739 



Terry W. Forsythe Reg. No. 47,569 

Michael K. Dixon Reg. No. 46,665 

Sarah E. Smith Reg. No. 50,488 

Amy A. Ostrom Reg. No. 52,088 

Brian K. Buchheit Reg. No, 52,667 

Peter A. Chiabotti Reg. No. 54,603 

Richard A. Tomlin Reg.. No. 24,449 



Send correspondence to Gregory A. Nelson, Akerman Senterfitt, 222 Lakeview Avenue, 
Fourth Floor, P.O. Box 3188, West Palm Beach, Florida 33402-3188 and direct all 
telephone calls to Gregory A. Nelson at (561) 653-5000. 



First Inventor Keith A. Thuerk 



Signature: 




Residence: Southlake, TX 

Citizenship: U.S. 

Post Office 1 402 White Wing Court, Southlake, TX 76092 
Address: 



Date 



{WP152781;!} 



